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HC directs IITs to seek student feedback before
evaluating JEE papers

Kalpana Pathak | Mumbai
May 31, 2014 Last Updated at 00:38 IST

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/hc-directs-iits-to-seek-student-feedback-before-evaluating-jee-papers-
114053100138 1.html

In what could have far-reaching implications for students and Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), Delhi High
Court has directed IITs to seek objections and queries from candidates about correctness of the answer keys before
evaluating JEE(Advanced) optical response sheets.

The high court passed the order dated May 28 in response to a PIL filed by an IIT-Kharagpur professor, Rajiv
Kumar, about wrong/ambiguous questions, which are routinely found in every years' JEE. Kumar could not be
reached for a comments.

The order directed IIT Khragapur, the organising institute for JEE (Advanced) 2014 to - invite objections from
candidates/public (stakeholders) regarding correctness of the answer-keys before evaluating the Optical Response
Sheets (ORS) and then consider the objections by subject experts so that corrections, if any, could be made in the
answer keys before initiating the evaluation of the ORS of JEE (Advanced) 2014.

Pramod Maheshwari, CEO, Career Point, an IIT-JEE coaching institute, said, "This order is positive for students and
puts a question mark on the credibility of IITs revealing the manner in which they set up question papers."

Subsequent to high court order, IIT-Kharagpur updated the JEE (Advanced) 2104 web-site and appended the
schedule for submitting queries/clarification about answer keys to the chairman, JEE, IIT Kharagpur
(chairjee@adm.iitkgp.ernet.in) by June 5, 2014.

The answer sheet of JEE (Advanced) 2014 is a machine-readable ORS. These sheets are graded and scrutinised
with extreme care. Candidates can view the answer keys of JEE (Advanced) 2104 on Advanced 2014 website from

June 1, 2014.

ORS of all candidates would have appeared both in Paper-1 and Paper-2 and will be on display on the website form
June 08 to June 11, 2014 along with the machine-read responses and the marks scored.

Candidates can submit requests online to review in case of any perceived errors in the machine read responses.

Candidates will be charged at rate of Rs 500 per questions to be reviewed.
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Centre will ensure 50% reservation to Goans at NIT

TNN | May 31, 2014, 01.35 AM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/Centre-will-ensure-50-reservation-to-Goans-at-
NIT/articleshow/35799415.cms

CUNCOLIM: Expressing confidence that the central government would heed to his request
of granting 50% reservation for Goans at the National Institute of Technology (NIT), chief
minister Manohar Parrikar criticized the NIT Goa director for not cooperating with the

state government.

Parrikar was speaking on the occasion of the inauguration of the Cuncolim-Sanvorcotto

bridge and touched upon the NIT issue which has seen strong opposition from locals.

Parrikar stated that the foundation stone for the NIT building in Cuncolim would be laid in
December. He further criticized the NIT Goa director for delays in the land acquisition
process and creating obstacles by demanding for 12 lakh square meters while promising
only 25% reservation for locals. Parrikar added that he was capable of getting another NIT

to Goa if there was such a requirement.
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Delhi University Suspends Five Officials for Leaking Smriti
Irani’'s Documents

All India | Indo-Asian News Service
http://www.ndtv.com/article/india/delhi-university-suspends-five-officials-for-leaking-smriti-irani-s-documents-533606

The Delhi University (DU) on Friday suspended five officials for allegedly leaking documents related to the educational
qualifications of union Human Resources Development (HRD) MinisterSmriti Irani, officials said in Delhi.

"Five of the non-teaching staff of the school of open learning have been suspended for accessing the confidential file and then
leaking it," Malay Neerav, DU joint dean of students' welfare and media coordinator, told reporters.

"These are officials below section officer level," he said.

DU took the action after a Hindi daily published the leaked documents. The daily had written that Ms Irani had taken admission
in DU's School of Open Learning last year, but had not appeared for her examination.

Ms Irani is in the center of a controversy due to her educational qualifications that has led to a full-blown war of words between
the Congress and the Bharatiya Janata Party.

The Congress had alleged that Ms Irani had misrepresented facts in her election affidavits.
The Congress leaders have said that Ms Irani in her affidavit -- when she was contesting the 2004 Lok Sabha election --
mentioned her qualification as bachelor of arts (BA) which she passed in 1996 from Delhi University's school of

correspondence.

But in her affidavit for this year's Lok Sabha election, the actor-turned-politician mentioned her educational qualification as
"Bachelor of Commerce Part I, School of Open Learning (Correspondence), University of Delhi - 1994."

The Congress has protested against an "undergraduate” being appointed the HRD minister.
(Education Minister Smriti Irani 'Not Even Graduate!': Ajay Maken's Tweet Sparks Row)

The BJP countered it with questions about Congress chief Sonia Gandhi's academic background.

Ms Irani has meanwhile said that "extraneous circumstances™ were created by the opposition to divert her and requested the
people to judge her on the basis of her work. (‘Judge Me By My Work': Smiriti Irani's First Response To Controversy Over Her
Education )

Smriti Irani urges DU VC to reinstate officials; Digvijay
Singh says 'thanks'

http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/smriti-irani-urges-du-vc-to-reinstate-officials-digvijay-singh-says-

thanks 936216.html

New Delhi: In a bid to stop controversy over her education qualifications from flaring up further, Union Human
Resources Development (HRD) Minister Smiriti Irani on Saturday urged Professor Dinesh Singh, the vice-chancellor
of Delhi University, to reinstate the officials suspended on Friday.

Irani, who has already urged people to judge her on the basis of her work, took to microblogging website Twitter to
say that she is open to scrutiny and criticism.
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9,752 Rajasthan Board of Secondary Education
students clear IIT-Mains

May 31, 2014, 01.20 AM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Home/Education/News/9752-Rajasthan-Board-of-Secondary-Education-students-
clear-1IT-Mains/articleshow/35799134.cms

JAIPUR: Students of Rajasthan Board of Secondary Education (RBSE) have attained unprecedented
success in IIT-Mains. The state board ranked fourth in the country with selection of 9,752 students out of
1.5 lakh applicants. CBSE ranked first with 64,481 students making the cut.

This new examination system gives 40% weightage to Class XII marks that means that performance of
RBSE students in science is also significantly better than other boards. The overall pass percentage of
RBSE students in science was 80.45% in 2014. CBSE was followed by Andhra Pradesh Board with 20,730
students being selected, Maharashtra Board 11,724 students, Rajasthan Board 9,752 students and 8,670
students of Gujarat Board cleared IIT-Mains exam.

The unusual success of RBSE students can be attributed to its curriculum which is considered the
toughest. Most of the teachers in senior secondary level are highly experienced also contributing to their
success.

"I stuck to the basics of RBSE textbooks. To my surprise RBSE textbooks cover a wide spectrum of
subjects - Physics, Chemistry and Maths. I referred to both Class XI and XII textbooks for preparation,"
said Tarun Sharma, a class XII student of RBSE who made it to IIT-Advanced and is hoping to clear the
finals.

Explaining the reason behind the achievement, Manoj Sharma, vice-president (business & development),
Resonance Eduventures Pvt Ltd, in Kota, said, "The success of any board, especially Andhra Pradesh
board and Rajasthan board, is also due to easy access of systematic coaching hubs-Hyderabad and Kota,
respectively.” Around 2,070 students in our intsitute who cleared IIT-Mains were from Hindi medium,
mostly from Rajasthan board, Sharma claimed.

Jogeshwar Rao, director, Rao IIT, Kota, which has students from all boards including RBSE, said,
"Rajasthan students' aptitude for science has been remarkable. Undoubtedly, they are among the most
laborious students."

More than 2,000 from Chennai write JEE

http: //www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/chen-society/more-than-2000-from-chennai-write-
jee/article6046907.ece

A total of 2,428 candidates from Chennai appeared for the second edition of the Joint Entrance Examination (JEE)
— Advanced, held at eight centres in the city on Sunday, said an official.

The examination, conducted in 98 cities across the country, was attempted by 1,50,000 candidates who were
competing for close to 10,000 seats in the 16 Indian Institutes of Technology, said an official.
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In Tamil Nadu alone, 3,040 candidates who wrote the exam at 10 centres in Chennai and Madurai.

On Sunday, there were two papers that were to be written offline. Both papers had questions in physics, chemistry
and mathematics, said the official.

Students can expect the results in the third week of June, he said.

IIT student cycles to put brakes on child labour

=753

Ujjwal Chauhan sets out on 2,500-km bicycle journey from Kolkata to Mumbai

http: //www.thehindu.com/news/national /other-states/iit-student-cycles-to-put-brakes-on-child-
labour/article6056171.ece

It was almost chaos when photographers jostled with each other to capture the movement when Tollywood
superstar Prosenjit Chatterjee flagged off the 2,500-km bicycle ride from Kolkata to Mumbai undertaken by Ujjwal
Chauhan, a student of IIT Kharagapur, at Kolkata Press Club here on Tuesday. State footballers such as Mehtab
Hossain, Jose Ramirez Barreto, and yesteryear football icon Chuni Goswami were present.

The initiative known as ‘Ride 4 Child Rights’ is being undertaken by CRY (Child Rights and You), an NGO that works
to tackle exploitation of children.
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To create awareness of the menace of child labour, Mr. Chowhan will embark on a month-long bicycle journey to
Mumbai during which he will pass through Odisha, Chattisgarh, and Maharashtra and along the way, he will take
pictures of various instances of child labour in these States.

When asked about the reason behind such an arduous task, Mr. Chowhan said, “I just wanted to create awareness of
child labour and inspire the youth as they are the real agents of change.”

Across the street, diagonally opposite to the press club, in a nearby eatery, Sunil Mondal (14) was nonchalantly
washing dishes. Hailing from Paschim Medinipur district, he has been working in this shop for the last three years.

When asked if he knows anything about the event at the press club, Sunil’s first answer was a blank stare.
Moments after, he said where he is from and how long he has been working in the shop when the owner intervened
and said that he is not a worker and is at the shop just because summer vacations are going on. Sunil refused to say

anything more in the fear of loosing his job.

Satyagopal Dey, associate general manager of CRY, told The Hindu, “It is not possible to pinpoint any immediate
effect as a single initiative of a particular organisation cannot wipe out the nationwide presence of child labour.”

Wasps Give Newer Insights into Robotic Surgery

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/Wasps-Give-Newer-Insights-into-Robotic-
Surgery/2014/05/30/article2253391.ece

BANGALORE: Researchers from Indian Institute of Science have found that the egg-laying organs of wasps
(ovipositors) have saw-like teeth coated with zinc. They lay eggs inside figs by drilling into the fruit. Insights gained
from this study may help build tools that can aid in robot-assisted surgery, and novel mechanisms to bore through
hard surfaces.

Boring into various surfaces to lay eggs is part of the female insect’s life. To successfully drill holes, and lay eggs in
safe places, the insects have to overcome some key bio-mechanical challenges. Namrata Gundiah, Assistant
Professor, Department of Mechanical Engineering, [ISc and Lakshminath Kundanati, student, have shed light on
how the egg laying organ of parasitoid wasps doubles up as a reliable drilling machine, says a press release from
the lISc.

Each Fig, with a fleshy part in the inside called syconium, has its own wasp species, the pollinator wasp, which
enters the syconium through a special opening and lays its eggs. The flowers get pollinated by the female wasp
walking around inside. There are other wasps, called parasitoid wasps, which don’t pollinate or benefit the fig plant
in any way. They sit outside the fig, drill a hole through the outer covering and lay eggs inside. The larvae of
parasitoid wasps feed on the pollinator wasp larvae, making the inside of a fig a populated war zone.

A pollinator wasp has to enter the fig through a hole made for it, it has a smooth ovipositor. However, a parasitoid
wasp that has to bore a hole through the fig needs to have a strong ovipositor. Through techniques like Scanning
Electron Microscopy and Atomic Force Microscopy, researchers have deciphered what the two ovipositors are made
of.

In a paper published in the Journal of Experimental Biology, the researchers say the parasitoid wasp is just 2 mm in
length, with a 5 mm long ovipositor, which has teeth-like structures, similar to a double-edged saw; coated with zinc
at the tips. Though the presence of such metals is suspected to make stronger tips, researchers are yet to find a
conclusive evidence for that.
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The pollinator wasp (Ceratosolen fusciceps), with much less demanding requirements, has a relatively smooth,
spoon-like structure.

“There is a mutualism that exists between the pollinator fig and the wasps that has evolved over millions of years.
The parasitoid tries to take advantage of this situation and this has evolved with her trying to access the pollinator
larvae so that she may parasite them to ensure the evolutionary success of her offspring,” explained Namrata.

In both the wasps, the ovipositors are bigger in the tip region (‘big’ is comparable to the width of a strand of spider
web silk). Similarly, the tip, one that should actually drill the hole, is much stronger than the inner regions of the
ovipositor.

Though it is a study of an insect, it is completely relevant to engineering. “We are basically trying to understand
material characterisation and mechanics of a biological system. The knowledge we gain here can be applied
elsewhere like, for developing tools that aid in novel surgical methods,” says Laksmikanth Kundanati.



